Monday, February 15, 2021
One Priority Briefing for Congregational Leaders from George Bullard
A Family of Congregations in the Midlands of South Carolina
One Priority
Starting and Strengthening Congregations to Serve as Vital and Vibrant Missional Communities.

As the One Year Anniversary of the Pandemic Approaches . . .
. . . what have your learned about doing church? Around March 15th – the Ides of March – will be the one
year anniversary of the response congregations were forced to make to the COVID-19 induced pandemic. One
of the things that have been of great value to many congregational leaders is to learn how other congregations
have responded to the pandemic. Now that we see signs of hope that the pandemic will ease and either
disappear or be manageable as a new normal in our world, it is time to reflect on the past year and anticipate
the next year. One of the best ways to do this is to share with our family of congregations your answers to three
questions so that others might benefit from your observations.
Question One: What have you learned during the pandemic about how to do church differently that you will
continue doing going forward? (Perhaps you stopped doing some things that you will not start back up.
Perhaps you started doing new things that you will continue because of the value they are adding.)
Question Two: What challenges that arose during the pandemic are likely to continue negatively impacting
your church going forward? (Are there issues of attendance, offerings, leadership, commitment, small group
approaches, evangelism, and outreach, etc.?)
Question Three: What is the one (or more) question you have that you need help with from our congregations
or thought leaders? (Are there opportunities or challenges where you do not have an answer and you need
help from others to address these?)
Bonus Question: Where have you seen God at work in and through your congregation during the pandemic
that calls for great rejoicing? (Please share about “open doors” and answered prayer.)
To take the survey at https://forms.gle/B3myJW16mDdZ3tRc6

Church Financial Reports To Be Mailed This Week
This week CMBA member and network connection congregations will receive the report of their financial
contributions to the ministry of CMBA during 2020. If you have any questions about your contributions, please
send an e-mail to CMBA@ColumbiaMetro.org or contact George Bullard at 803.622.0923.

Pray for the Gathering of the Visionary Leadership Community on Tuesday
On the third Tuesday, ten months per year, a group of almost two dozen people from the CMBA family of
congregations meet for the purpose of dialogue and moving forward to the spiritual and strategic efforts of the
Columbia Metro Baptist Association. They will be meeting tomorrow/Tuesday. Please pray for their gathering.
Our One Priority Briefing and the Our One Priority Briefing Online Gathering are made possible by the financial gifts of the
member and network connection congregations of the Columbia Metro Baptist Association at www.ColumbiaMetro.org,
CMBA@ColumbiaMetro.org, or 803.619.7110. To donate to CMBA go to https://www.columbiametro.org/donate/.
Congregations can make their general contributions through this link. Congregations, missions groups
and individuals can designate gifts to the Congregational Grant Fund, hunger ministry,
disaster response, and Baptist Collegiate Ministry.

